[image: ][image: ]
[image: cid:148D9DF3-7663-492B-A2BD-5D17D809963C]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Learning to Live with Wildlife in the City of Fair Oaks Ranch

A message from the Mayor

Welcome to Fair Oaks Ranch!  The City has long enjoyed a diverse wildlife population that has historically served as a feature drawing residents to our City.  It may be one reason you decided to make your home here.

One of the most visible and larger forms of wildlife throughout the City continues to be white-tailed deer who are native to Texas, and sightings of Axis deer who are not native.  As development in the City has claimed more and more of the natural areas with trees, shrubs and grasses making up their habitat, numbers of residents began feeding the deer, either in a belief they were helping the deer or because they wanted to enjoy their presence.  This led to crowding of deer, most often at locations with food attractions.

When crowding occurred, differing opinions among citizens evolved.  This led to fifteen years of contention, multiple surveys, studies, and collection of citizen input via various means.  In early 2016, the City Council determined to take two initial actions, to enact a no feeding ordinance and to charter a Wildlife Education Committee (WEC).  The ordinance became effective October 1, 2016.  It is aimed at eliminating food attractions by discouraging egregious deer feeders, thus encouraging a normal distribution of deer.  This also serves to limit the attraction of predators such as larger wild cats and feral hogs recently sighted in or near the City.  These predators, though interested primarily in fawns and other small prey, pose a potential risk for humans and pets as well.

Beyond deer, there are a multitude of other mammals, reptiles, amphibians and birds which live in our City.  Creating a WEC was an important part of the equation to develop and provide educational opportunities for citizens.  The WEC exists to increase awareness and understanding of all wildlife as well as enhance our ability to co-exist.

Please refer to the last page of this tri-fold for information on the WEC and the link to the City’s wildlife education library.

Garry Manitzas, Mayor
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From the Fair Oaks Ranch Living Magazine, November 2016 issue, by Dr. Bruce Nicholson

As we sit on our back porch, watching the sun slowly sink among the twisted oaks, bathing the sky with pastel pinks and blues, we are often treated to the nightly parade of elegant white tail or majestic axis deer wandering towards the river, sometime accompanied by a group of feathered turkey friends.  This is a sight that many of us who have the privilege of living in Fair Oaks Ranch enjoy on a daily basis, and one which we want to ensure is here for our grandchildren to continue enjoying as they grow.

Some have asked if there can be “too much of a good thing”.  Unfenced gardens can become “salad bars” and roadways can be hazardous, especially at dusk.  This has led to the impression that these growing problems reflect a dramatic increase in the deer population. Yet surveys over the past 15 years indicate that the deer population has remained remarkably constant, or even shown a slight decrease, suggesting that the problem may be more related not to numbers, but increased congregation of deer in built up neighborhoods.

This raises the question of what is the best way to manage the interaction of deer and other wildlife in our city. Other communities have faced this issue and have sought different solutions, but in general, efforts to directly control populations have been costly and less than effective, as new deer or other species, like feral hogs, migrate in to “fill the void”.  A more “natural” solution is to stop supplemental feeding of deer, and allow their numbers to be regulated by the available natural food.  This also avoids the clustering of deer that increases chances of car collisions, and spread of any diseases among the deer. 

The City Council of Fair Oaks has come to the same conclusion, which led them to enact a “No Feeding” ordinance that went into effect October 1, 2016.  Three members of our Fair Oaks community have been brought together by the city to form a Wildlife Education Committee – Bruce Nicholson, Chris Cook and Teal Harris.   They are joined by Mary Anne Havard (City Council Liaison) and Dedie Manitzas (Educational Consultant), and a Texas Parks and Wildlife urban biologist, Ms. Jessica Alderson.  Several events are already being planned, ranging from educational programs for kids, parents and teachers at Fair Oaks Elementary School to a workshop on choosing deer-resistant landscaping.  We all hope to meet many of you soon, to share the knowledge we have gained on living with deer and other forms of wildlife, both big and small, in an urban community.
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COMMON PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH SUBURBAN DEER OVERABUNDANCE

Deer/Vehicle Collisions
In 2015 The FOR Police responded to 11 deer versus motor vehicle accidents. 
Lyme Disease 
[image: http://citybugs.tamu.edu/files/2016/01/Deer-tick-adult-USDA.jpg] The tick carrying Lyme disease is well established in Texas and its range appears to be expanding.  Prevention is critical, and includes wearing appropriate clothing, especially in long grass or brushy areas, and use of insect repellants and preventatives on pets. 

3.    Landscape/Garden Damage
Many trees, shrubs, vines, and herbs planted within residential landscapes are highly preferred by white-tailed deer.  Your nursery should be able to suggest plants that are less likely to be eaten by deer and other wildlife.
4.    Habitat Degradation
Excessive deer densities are known to cause long-term damage to wildlife habitats, and can cause local extinction of preferred plant species, alter habitat structures, and disrupt natural succession of plant communities.

5.    Public Safety
Aggressive encounters between people and deer are relatively uncommon, however, it is important to remember they are wild animals. 


IMPORTANT FACTS WHEN INTERACTING WITH WILDLIFE

Does often leave their fawns for several hours daily. 
Fawns may be placed in many different areas and places inconvenient for you. 
If a fawn or baby bird is in danger, e.g.  in the street, behind a fence, where it may be attacked, has fallen into a pool, etc., it is okay to pick up the animal and move it to the closest safe area.  The mother will NOT abandon it.  However, wildlife should not be handled for any other reason than safety.
A mother deer may become aggressive and attack if she feels her fawn is threatened.  
Fawns typically appear sickly, wobbly, may fall down, or appear disoriented during the first week of life and this is normal.  It is important to take the "wait and watch approach" if you see a fawn down for several hours. 
 If you feel a fawn is in danger, has been attacked, left greater than 24 hours, or appears ill with or without a mother, please contact Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation at (830)-336-2725.  They are experts in Wildlife rehabilitation and can give you advice on actions to take.










Wildlife Education Committee (WEC) Members, Consultants and Liaisons
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From left to right:  Chris Cook, MaryAnne Havard (City Council Liaison), Teal Manley-Harris, Dr. Bruce Nicholson, Dee Anna Manitzas (Educational Consultant).  To contact WEC members, call the City of Fair Oaks Ranch at (210) 698-0900 x204 and leave a message.  For additional wildlife education information go to the City’s website at http://www.fairoaksranchtx.org/ and click on:
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